
Robinson Secondary School PTSA Board Meeting

Wednesday, Nov. 9, 2016


           7:00 pm

Attendees:  Matt Eline, Micelle Emery, Carole Letzkus, Laurie Florence, Aditya Bhatnagar, Sandra Meyer, Terri Min, Jim Witkop, Shelley Smith, Virginia Doherty, Amy Riddick, Stacia Camby, Kylie Sullivan, Claire Buckholz, Nate Smith

Guests: Elaine Sullivan

Meeting Called to Order: 7:00pm

Princpal Report - School Update: Matt Eline

Regarding the Presidential Election, Matt is planning to address the school about reactions and feelings. One of the great things about our country is that we have the opportunity to vote. Right now, it is very raw and people are anxious, but we will not tolerate bullying of any kind. We are all Americans, one school, one Ram Nation. We can and should get behind our President-Elect. We have the balance of government and there is no room for rudeness in our school or society, only kindness. Matt will address the school and this message will be for both students and staff. We have an expectation as a Robinson Ram, for tolerance and kindness.

There will be a Veteran’s Day Program this Friday at 2:00pm and it will be live streamed on Channel 10. This program will be to thank and celebrate our veterans, including laying a wreath on the James W. Robinson Jr.’s memorial in front of the school.

November is wellness screening - 7th grade is done and 9th and 11th grades will be this month.
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At the end of the 1st qtr., SIS went down for a few days for teachers to enter grades. For subsequent quarters, Matt will send a reminder that the system will go down for a few days so parents and students have a warning.

We are working on having teachers communicate with one another so they don’t all assign tests/projects the last few days of each quarter. This task is easier to coordinate in middle school but a little more difficult to do in high school. Matt will also send out a notice to teachers that no homework or new projects should be assigned over the Thanksgiving or winter breaks. Your focus while at Robinson is to do your work while you are at school and your focus during breaks is to enjoy quality, family time.

Presidents Report: Micelle Emery

Stacia Camby discussed a recommendation to provide a program regarding the college process. It was concluded that the school can not pay for such a program because it is a vendor issue. It was suggested that Stacia check with the Academic Boosters.

Next Tues. is Sophomore Parent Night and a college Admission Officer will be coming to present.

Treasurer’s report: Sandy Meyer

Monthly report attached.

We are planning to budget for two weeks of Ramping Up for next summer. We are going to make it work since there was a big demand and wait list for the program last summer.

Our fees for PayPal have increased with the website because all of our membership transactions are through PayPal.

Vice President – Admin – Aditya Bhatnagar 

The People’s Choice Awards process will be incorporated into the website.

Vice President – Programs – Laurie Florence 

We had a great Wellness Seminar with Dr. Darter and parents were very pleased to hear that Robinson plans to screen every grade, so thank you to the administration for making this a priority!

We ordered 5,000 magnets with information for crisis links/hotline to put on every student’s locker. We will plan to coordinate putting them on each locker. With several students, it shouldn’t take more than 10-15 minutes.

The online legislative vote worked very well this year.

The Inova blood drive was also successful, collecting 75 units of blood. All the appointments were filled and everyone on the wait list also had the opportunity to get screened and donate. The FBLA group and Mrs. Chapman were great to work with and having the consent forms collected beforehand worked very well. 

Secretary – Carole Letzkus - no report

Committee Reports
Communications – Jack Letzkus 

J.Letzkus will Tweet information about the Marketplace as well as the Grocery Programs. He will send them out periodically, particularly the Grocery Program prior to Black Friday and Cyber Monday.

Counseling team – No report

Directory - Production and Sales – Lisa Chandler
The directory is live! (see Website report for more information)

Education  – No report

Education (Special) – No report

Faculty Rep - High School  – No report

Faculty Rep - Middle School – No report

Grocery Receipts: Jim Witkop
Updated Grocery graphic with QR codes and placed it on News You Choose

1. Giant was incorrectly listed, we fixed this

2. Target and Safeway ended their programs

3. eScrip moved to online gift cards

Totals so far this school year, as of Oct 31, 2016

	Program
	Enrollments
	Revenue

	Harris Teeter
	8
	$12.23

	Giant
	262
	$ TBD (site down)

	Benefit
	1
	$4.25

	Amazon Smile
	TBD
	TBD


Made an entry on webpage for Box Tops, even though it isn’t a PTSA function. Added Commissary info for military families. 

	Program
	Balance Held
	Plus 2016-2017 earnings 

	Box Tops
	$342.50
	$50.10


Jim asked J.Letzkus to occationally put this information out in a Tweet and place the Grocery Program information on the PTSA FaceBook page.

Health and Safety – No report

Hospitality – No report
Legislative/Candidate’s Forum – No report

Marketplace/Raffle: Virginia Doherty

Marketplace is this Saturday, Nov. 12th!

We have 75 vendors, 7 school groups and 2 students.

Set up begins Friday night and we are fully stocked with volunteers from 3:00-5:00pm. Saturday morning, vendors arrive at 7:00am.

We are looking to store the two large Marketplace signs after the event. Micelle said they should be stored in the ANGP/Crew shed. 

Amy Riddick is working on the raffle and silent auction: we have 84 auction items and 26 raffle items. We are set up to receive both cash and credit cards. Amy requested several cash boxes for the event. For the silent auction, bidding will stop promptly at 3:00pm.
Membership: Valerie Pletcher (via email)

For Membership, we are almost there! As soon as the directory piece is free and clear, I will send the email out to both paying and non paying membership with the details about how they can:

1. access directory (for paying members)

2. access forms and apply for funds (all) - including teachers who may not currently be members but who are eligible for a sponsored slot

3. keep up to date with what is going on

For the meeting, everyone should know that we are back to opening up the website and membership to all.

We have two types of Membership Toolkit Members:

1. Paying members (these are official PTSA members who will be counted for the VA PTSA)

2. Non paying members (non PTSA members who we will try to convert to members for the remainder of the year).  

Non paying members include teachers who have not been assigned a “sponsor.”

However, all teachers can apply for funding. When/if they inquire for funds, we will “give them” one of the sponsorship slots so that they can qualify. 

Jim Witkop and Lisa Chandler have done an amazing job of keeping us on track!
Ram Gardens – No report
Ram Gram Editor – No report

RAMping Up! – No report
Reflections: Anne Boley
We received six entries for reflections in literature, photography, and artwork and plan to hold judging this week. Entries are due to Gatehouse by the end of next week.
Scholarships – No report
School Funding – Shelley Smith

We are getting school funding requests through the forum.
Student Representative: Claire Buckholz, Kylie Sullivan, Nate Smith

Claire indicated that SGA is pretty slow right now but next month is Mr. Robinson. 

Kylie inquired if we could send cheerleaders to the It’s Academic event next Sat., Nov. 19. Matt suggested asking Mr. Campana to contact the cheerleaders. C.Buckholz suggested that SGA do some banners for the event.

Nate will tape Mr. Eline for a clip for GMR regarding the Presidential Election results.

Volunteer Coordinator – Terri Min

Parents will serve students in the cafeteria for the Thanksgiving lunch. 

We are collecting food for the Thanksgiving baskets for 30 local families. The SUG is filling up and you can drop off food items in the main office. We will divide the items up based on the size of each family and will coordinate with the social workers to distribute on Wed. before Thanksgiving.

Webmaster: Jim Witkop
1. Enabled Marketplace and Marketplace Raffle to edit their own pages

2. Established web analytics for our site so that we can track usage

a. Usage spiked when the Marketplace signs were placed at the school entrances

3. Worked with Membership and Directory to prepare school-provided MS and HS roster (with Opt Outs removed) for batch upload into MTK website. Incurred $50.00 charge and learned a few lessons, especially how to format the names to avoid duplicates next year. Names were uploaded and available in the online Directory late October.  

a. Membership is working with communications to prepare messages for the community though the MTK functions, to reduce dependency on News You Choose. But with an eye toward Facebook and Twitter feeds too.

4. Provided Volunteer report to Volunteer chair to supplement ongoing Signup Genius efforts outside of MTK

a. 113 volunteers chose 416 slots through this app

5. Helped several Faculty process their memberships and Funding Requests. 

6. Collected almost 200 Faculty sponsorships

Old Business:
None

New Business:  None

Adjournment 8:20 pm


