
Robinson Secondary School PTSA Board Meeting

Wednesday, August 12, 2015


7:00 pm

Attendees:  Micelle Emery, Carole Letzkus, Shelley Smith, Lisa Chandler, Matt Eline, Tracey Phillips, Sandra Meyer, Taylor Kinsley, Alice Slayton Clark, Teri Patterson, Valerie Pletcher, Anne Boley, Aditya Bhatnagar

Guests: Evan Emery, Erid Emery, Mary Pletcher

Meeting Called to Order: 7:02pm

President’s Report:  Welcome new members and guests - introduction of board and chairs.

Our goal is to make this a fun year and have short, productive meetings.

Approval of June Minutes as presented – A. Bhatnagar motions, S. Smith seconds. June minutes accepted without objections or abstentions.

Princpal Report - School Update: Matt Eline and Tracey Phillips

Robinson never sleeps - it’s always busy here! There were several camps this summer and Ramping Up the past two weeks (210 students). There has been good reaction and feedback from parents and believe Ramping Up provides a good transition for incoming students.

Feedback on Ramping Up - “science is the best part so far” (E.Emery)

We are working on lessons for staff to discuss the two required reading books - both powerful books.

Two groups are coming in for training. Question for teachers: What information do you use for assessing students and how does your instruction change based on that feedback?

Tracey took a group of five teachers to Florida to the National Johnson Renisancance Conference - how [image: image1.jpg]Robinson Secondary School
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do we make all students feel inclusive? “You Inspire Me” board will be created in the hallway to create excitement and encouragement to all students. The team has serveral exciting things in store for the year!

The keynote speaker at the conference was Mike Smith (skateboarder) who created Skate for Change, a non-profit group to help the homeless in the community. The program creates 5-7 minute character segments to inspire kids. Mike will be coming here on October 8th. The program will be available by a lottery system (many other local schools are registered to attend as well). The program will also be livestreamed so students who physically can’t be in the field house may still view the program.

We want to create a culture at Robinson that this is a safe, fun place to be and want the students to feel included and welcomed!

We are going to povide incentives and fun treats for good attendance, no tardies, etc.

What is the thought of eliminating mailing out interim grades, especially with the grade book being posted online? Discussion occured and the feedback will be considered.
Presidents Report: Micelle Emery
This summer I met with almost all of the committee chairs and have some great ideas. 

I asked every chair to:

1. Log into drop box - every committee has one.
2. Complete a position description, so the next year chair has info and also an after-action template
3. Find a student to co-chair your committee and work with you so we can get more students involved this year.
I met with several PTA presidents from our pyramid. We want everyone to be successful so we have ideas on how to work better together and they can know what to expect when they get to Robinson.

We created an audit committee to review the treasurer files. Shelley, Carole and Aditya completed the audit. The materials were organized and Shelley provided the audit report (below).

We put together some dates for General Membership Meetings. Micelle will record a message to be presented at the two Back-to-school nights - Sept. 16 (HS) and Sept. 30 (MS).

Membership Meetings: Board meetings - 2nd Wednesday of each month. General Membership Meetings: Sept. 16, Sept. 30, Jan. 27, Mar. 16 (Student Meeting), May 11.
Treasurer’s report: Sandy Meyer

Monthly report attached. We will need to have a quick audit done on a monthly basis. Aditya will coordinate with Sandy to review.

Audit report: Shelley Smith

The audit committee met (S.Smith, C. Letzkus and A.Bhatnagar) and approved the treasurers report. The committee completed the forms that need to be signed by the president and filed with the State of Virginia. Shelley transferred binder and forms to Micelle and Sandy.

Our only finding was $75.00 was not accounted for but Sandy has a cash box with money so she and Micelle will reconcile. The books are reasonable. Sandy and Micelle will meet to determine when to file the taxes.

Recommendation by committee: complete monthly reconciliations in a timely manner.

Vice President – Admin – No report
Vice President – Programs – No Report
Both VP’s split up the committee chairs for reporting reasons.

Committee Reports
Communications: No report
Directory - Production and Sales: Lisa Chandler

· I am planning to follow the same procedures as have been done in the past - hard copies of MS and HS directories using the same printer as was used last year: Sundra Printing. I will increase the number of HS directories ordered to 500 since we sold out last year. I will keep the number of MS directories ordered at 450. Both directories will be available on 9/16.
· On the 9/16 we can add a supplement for any additional students that register.
· There will be no pre-sales. After BTS nights, we can mail or arrange additional sales and delivery.
· I am currently soliciting advertising for the directory. I have contacted previous advertisers and some local businesses in the Robinson community to see if they would be interested in advertising in the directories.
· I need to update and provide the directory opt-out form for inclusion in the parent mail-out. Lisa will coordinate with Student Services.
Education (HS) – Alice Stayton Clark

· Want to meet with Patti Brabtson and Laurie Florence to discuss programs.
· What is our remaining budget? The Kwame Alexander costs are coming out of this year’s budget.
· Neal Schusterman, author of Unwind - Robinson is looking to share the costs of having him speak with other local schools.
· Trying to get the USA Woman’s soccer coach (Robinson Grad) to come and speak at the school.
· If you need to reserve space at the school, contact Carole Letzkus with possible dates and location needed and she will coordinate with Bill Evers on availability.
· We are trying to connect with the astronaut (Robinson Grad) and are trying to link with him during the pep rally the Friday of Homecoming week. We will have to be flexible on the connection.
Education (MS) – No report
Education (Special) – No report
Faculty Rep – High School  - No report
Faculty Rep - Middle School - No report
Grocery Receipts - No report
Health and Safety - No report
Hospitality – Teri Patterson
· New to HS Student Orientation - Sept. 1 - 8:00-10:00am
· New to MS Student Orientation - Sept. 4
· New Kids on the Block - early Sept.
· RAMping Up - they have many leftovers - water, snacks, etc. that can be used for future events.
Legislative/Candidate’s Forum- No report
Marketplace/Raffle - No report
Membership – Valarie Pletcher

· We have a membership form draft and materials for the website.
· If we have a link, we can try to get a lot of membership sales done early.
· Micelle will find out how many pages we get for the mailing - to go out around Aug. 26.
· We should come up with a tag line - why PTSA?!?! Use pictures from Ramping Up!
Ram Gardens – No report
Ram Gram Editor – No report
RAMping Up! – No report
Reflections – No report
Scholarships – No report
School Funding – No report
Student Representative – No report
Volunteer Coordinator – No report
Webmaster - Anne Boley
· A father has offered to help with the website. Anne will work with Micelle to update. Stacia will be working on the Blue/Gold calendar. We can check with Bill Evers if we can arrange to get access or delagate someone to get dates onto the calendar.
Old Business:
None

New Business:  None

Next board mtg. - Sept. 9, 7:00pm

Adjournment 8:15pm

Upcoming Events:  

Aug. 31

Welcome Back Faculty Meeting

Sept. 1

New to High School Student Orientation

Sept. 3

LOCKER DAY for all grades, MS Parent Information Evening

Sept. 4

New to Middle School Student Orientation
Sept. 9

General Board Meeting, 7:00pm

Sept. 16

Back to School Night, High School, General Membership Meeting
Sept. 30

Back to School Night, Middle School, General Membership Meeting
Oct. 14

General Board Meeting, 7:00 pm
Nov. 14

Marketplace
Jan. 27

General Board Meeting, 7:00 pm

Mar. 30

Student Focused General Membership Meeting, 3:00pm

May 11

General Board Meeting, 7:00 pm


